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THE SUB-TREASURY BILL. 
canine Knox, Jan. 15th, 1839. 


Mr. Editor—For some few years past, I have watched 
the struggles of the political parties of this country with 
much interest. 

During the last two years, the most exciting tepic for po- 
litical wrangling has been what is called the Sub-Treasury 
Scheme. 

Among the newspapers of the day, one part has lauded 
the Scheme to the skies, and pronounced it one of the 
greatest discoveries ever made in Political Science; while 
the other, with equal zeal, has denounced it as the most 
dangerous plan which a Republican Government could 
pursue. 

Now, although this measure has been in some sense 
defeated, yet it is not dead, but has been revived under 
another form, and is yet a fruitful theme for discussion. 

For my part, though I have made many inquiries, yet 
have I never seen it myself, or been able to find any man 
who had seen it; although every good Whig can furnish 
me with wholesale denunciations against it as a most dan- 
geroas measure, and one which will deprive us of our 
liberties. 

I, however, have seen one section of this “ bill of abomi- 
nations,” and so following the old provero, that ‘‘ where 
there is much smoke there must be a little fire,’’ [ have op- 

sed it. 

But, Mr. Editor, would it not be better that this bill 
should be published entire in our Newspapers, so that the 
People might judge for themselves? 

ao that, so far as my knowledge extends, not one 

rson in ten has seen this bill; and, as its friends are stil! 
aboring under new colors, would it not be best that both 
the original and the new bill should have a place in your 
paper, so that your readers may be enabled to compare 
them, and thus see whether we ought to oppose the new 
one as much as we did the old? For the friends of the 
bill will assuredly’ say that it is now much altered, and that 
the parts so very obnoxious to the dear People have been 
“ expunged.” 

And if this bill is so palpably heinous, the People will 
discover it, for its own ugliness will betray it, and thus the 
People will oppose it more strenuously and successfully; 
for strength, guided by knowledge, is always better than 
blind fury. 

It may be objected that these bills are so lengthy that 
other more important matter will be crewded out, if you 
give them a place in your paper; but many of your sub- 
scribers take no other political paper, and can any subject 
be more important to them than that which our best men 
tell us will destroy our free institutions, if adopted? 

Respectfully, A SUBSCRIBER. 

To Mr. H. Greevey. 


Remarks by the Editor. 


We do not know whether our correspondent 

who favors us with the above is exactly what he 
rofesses to be or not—nor is it at all material. 

is requisition is a reasonable one; and we will 
give him our reasons for not complying with it in 
full. : 
In the first place, instead of one Sub-Treasury 
Bill last year and another this, as he supposes, 
there were not less than ¢/iree last year, and there 
are two now before Congress. There was, first, 
the bill of the Extra Session, which was laid upon 
the table of the House, vy a vote of 120 to 107. 
Then there was the bill of the Senate (Mr. 
Wright’s) at the regular Session, which, after bav- 
ing the vitally important Specie clause struck out 
by a decided vote, passed that body by 27 to 25, 
but was not taken upin the House. Then there 
was the bill of the House, (Mr. Cambreleng’s) 
which was pressed in that body, but defeated by a 
vote of 125 to 111. Docs our friend wish us to 
publish all these dead subjects? or which of 
them? 

As to the bills of the present Session, there are 
two of them—neither professing to be a Sub- 
Treasury Bill, but each embodying the essence of 
that project—Mr. Wright’s in the Senate, and 
Mr. Cambreleng’sin the House. We have studied 





these bilis with at ention separately, but not to- 
gether; and we believe they are substantially if 
not identically the same. Both have doubtless 
been prepared after full consultation, not only be- 
tween the authors respectively and the Committees 
of which they stand at the head, but with the 
President, his Cabinet, and other eminent sup- 
porters of the measure. Each, therefore, em- 
bodies the Executive project, and may be discuss- 
ed as such. We have now before us the bill of 
the House, (Mr. Cambreleng’s,) and to that our 
remarks shall be directed. 

This bill, in obedience to the request of our 
friend, we insert in our journal this week, and we 
ask for it the dispassionate consideration of our 
readers. We are obliged to crowd out much other 
matter of more immediate interest to make room 
for it—including some of our own speculations— 
but we shall not grudge the space if it tends to 
the elucidation of the great financial and political 
question which now divides the American Peo- 
ple. Under existing circumstauces—with the 
pressure of Congressional, Legislative, Educa- 
tional and other matter at this season—we might, 
perhaps, have filled our columns more usefully; 
but it is well that our readers shoul¢ have this bill 
before them. We gave a faithful summary of its 
contents two weeks since; but that does not seem 
to have satisfied all wishes; so we give the whole 
bill. We make room for a few additional com- 
ments. 

The title, it will be seen, is ** A bill more effect- 
ually to prevent f-auds, in the collection, keeping, 
transfer and disbursement of the public revenue, 
and to punish defaulters.” Of course, while it 
embraces the Sub-Treasury Scheime, it also in- 
cludes mach more than this. Some of these ad- 
ditional propositions seem to us judicious—some 
indifferent—and of some the propriety is not ob- 
vious tous. So far as any provisions are really 
calculated to ** punish defaulters,” they have our 
most hearty approval, though we are not convinced 
that these are the best that could be devised. In 
the spirit of the Divifie prayer, ** Lead us not into 
temptation,’’——-we believe the best way to prevent 
defalcations is to appoint the best men to responsi- 
ble offices, exact good sureties, keep a watchful 
eye on their conduct and their accounts, and leave 
as little money in their hands as possible. This 
piling up goid and silver in vaults under their 
charge, and then threatening them with severe 
penalties if they embezzle any, will drive ten to 
‘Texas where it will one to honesty. All experi- 
ence is against it. On the contrary, we would 
have the money paid by the merchants and buyers 
of public lands directly into the safest and best 
Banks of the country, to the credit of the Govern- 
ment, and-let a certificate of such deposite be 
given to the public officer to whom the payment is 
now made. Let that monéy be entirely beyond 
the control of the officer, and payable only to the 
warrant of the Treasurer of the United States, is- 
sued in favor of some creditor of the Government. 
In this way, we do not see how the Public Money 
could be embezzled, unless by the Treasurer him 
self, which is a thing that has never happened. 
The risk of loss by Bank failure, if the Banks are 


properly selected, is not one cent ona dollar in a 


man’s lifetime. Wretchedly selected as our late 
Deposite Banks were, and with. all kisds.of im- 
proper motives influencing the choice, and. more 
wretched as was the system pursued for two years 
thereafter, causing them at length to suspend with 
forty millions of the public money in their hands, 
yet nineteen-twentieths of that vast amount has 
already been paid over to the order of Govern- 
ment, and nine-tenths of the remainder is well 
secured on interest, and will be paid over the mo- 
meat it falls due. So much for the comparative 
safety of the two rival systems. 





_ Our readers will remark that the Sub-Treasury 
is by no means the simple machine which it has 
been represented. Of the five bills already drawn 
to embody it, not one could be crowded into a full 
page of this paper, and the later versions seem to 
grow longer and longer. “ack new transformation 
seems to require more and more officers to set it in 
motion. First, there were only to be three Re- 
ceivers General and a few Sub-Treasurers; but 
now we have Supervisors of Customs, Cashiers of 
Customs, &c. with Clerks to match, beside em- 
ploying the Treasurer of the United States and 
the Treasurers of the Mints in counting and keep- 
ing money; then Treasury Agents to watch the 
Sub-Treasurer generally, and a traveling Com- 
mittee of Congress to look after the Treasury 
Agents and all; and finally, after the new Specie 
Vaults are all built and paid for, it appears (see 
Section 24,) that the money is actually to be de- 
posited in Banks, whenever a large sum shall ac- 
cumulate in any one depository. Does not that 
show that the whole scheme is absurd and impoli- 
tic? If individual security is better than corpo- 
rate, why put the money in Banks in any case? 
If Banks are the safest depositories, why not put 
the money there at first, and not make two or three 
different jobs of it? 

In this connexion, we ask the reader’s attention 
to a fact exhibited in our last number. It 
is alleged by the advocates of the Sub-Treasu- 
ry, that the Government was in effect *‘ divorced” 
from Banks by the Suspension, and has had no 
dealings with them since, except to withdraw its 
money from them. Now, the fact is shown that, 
so late as the 8th of last January—eight months 
after the Suspension—the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury was urging and dunning Mr. William Linn, 
one of the Sub-Treasurers, to pay over the Pub- 
lic Money in his hands, by depositing it in the 
Bank of Missouri! Comment on this fact would 
seem superfluous. 





CONGRESS. 

The Senate of the United States has passed a 
bill to Graduate (reduce) the price of the Public 
Lands, after a very thorough discussion of many 
days, in which Messrs. Clay of Ky. Benton, Clay 
of Ala. Walker, Calhoun, Morris, Merrick, Rives, 
Bayard, Kobinson, Niles, Buchanan, King, Web- 
ster and others participated. A great diversity of 
views was exhibited, and several distinct plans for 
the future regulation and disposal of the Public 
Domain were proposed. Mr. Caihoun made a 
very able speech on the subject. He was opposed 
to the bill before the House, though anxious to act 
with the utmost liberality towards the New States. 
He thought the difficulty of maintaining a just 
and equitable policy on this subject must increase 
with successive years and the growing power of 
the New States, as it had notoriously increased 
during the last few years. To avert this, he pro- 
poses to cede the entire unsold Pubtic Lands in 
each State to such State at a fair price, and let 
the State manage it. He did not make any formal 
proposition now, however, as he did not think this 
a proper time to legislate on the subject.—Mr. 
Morris of Ohio, had another idea. He moved 
that as soon as all the unsold Lands in any State 
had been reduced (by purchase) to two millions 
of acres that the residue should be given up to 
such State. Rejected: 34 to 14. Mr. Rives’s 
motion to postpone the further consideration of the 
bill indefinitely was lost by 23 to'17. When the 
vote was at length taken, the biil passed by the 
following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Cuthbert, Foster, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, 
Robinson. Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, 
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Tipton, Walker, White, Williams of Mississippi, Wright, 
Young—27. 
Nays—Messrs. Bayard, Brewn, Calhoun, Clay of 


Kentucky, Crittenden, Davis, Knight, McKean, Mer- 
rick, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Ruc- 
GLeEs, Southard, Spence, Strange, Swift, TarLmapcx, 
Wail, Williams of Maine—22. 

Whigs in Italics; Conservatives in small capi- 
tais. Mr. Calhoun we cannot class. We have a 
report that he is about to secede from the Admin- 
istration party, if he ever belonged to it. His se- 
cession can be but nominal, as he never supported 
the Administration in any measure but the Sub- 
Treasury Bill, and that he is still in favor of. It 
will be seen that the North Carolina Resolutions 
have brought Messrs. Brown and Strange to their 
bearings, notwithstanding their show of resist- 
ance. 

We do not believe this bill can pass the House. 

On Thursday last week, the great debate on the 
recently discovered Defalcations, was brought to 
a close in the House. Mr. Cambreleng had mo- 
ved a Select Committee to inquire into the Defal- 
cation of Samuel Swartwout. Mr. Wise moved 
to add that such committee be chosen by ballot, 
instead of being appointed by the Speaker—alle- 
ging that Mr. Speaker Polk had an inveterate ha- 
bit of packing such committees so as to render 
them merely white-washing instead of investiga- 
ting. After much exciting debate, during which 
it became evident that the House would elect the 
committee, Mr. Cambreleng at length insisted on 
having the committee chosen by voice instead of 
by bailot. The success of this proposition involv- 
ed a breach of the rules, and it would therefore re- 
quire a vote of two-thirds to carry the matter 
through—in other words, it would defeat the in 
vestigation. After much earnest debate, Mr. Cam- 
breleng so modified his resolution as to have the 
Committee selected by the House, voting viva voce 
Mr. Marvin moved to strike out viva roce, 
and insert by ballot. On this question the Yeas 
and Nays were called, and the amendment carried : 
Yeas 114; Nays 105. Sothe House decided to 
investigate in earnest, and toappoint the Commit- 
tee by ballot. 

It was now late at night, but the House resisted 
every motion to adjourn, and proceeded to ballot ; 
and the tellers announced that Mr. James Harlan 
of Ky. had 125 votes; Mr. Edward Curtis of New 
York 123; Mr. H. A. Wise of Virginia 120; Mr. 
George C. Dawson of Georgia had 119; Mr. F. 
O. J. Smith ot Maine had 117; and Mr. F'.. H. El- 
more of South Carolina had 112 votes, out of 2i0 
cast; so these six were chosen on the first ballot.— 
On the second ballot, only 125 votes were cast, and 
Messrs. Samuel Cushman of New Hampshire had 
99; Mr. Geo. W. Hopkins of Va. had 98, and Mr. 
Edward Hubley of Pennsylvania had 94—-and were 
chosen. ‘The three last all asked to be excused, 
and were excused after much debate on the follow- 
ing day. ‘The House then proceeded to ballot to 
fill the vacancies, when Messrs. J. I. Martin of 
Alabama, Ym. Taylor of New York, and D. D. 
Wagener, of Pennsylvania were chosen. So the 
Investigating Committee, as finally constituted, 
consists of.Messrs. Harlan, Curtis, Wise and Daw- 
son, \WWhigs—Smith and Hopkins, Conservatives— 
and Martin, Taylor,and Wagener—thorough Ad- 
ministration. It looks like doing business. 

lceeesleetiiiein eee 
STATE LEGISLATURE. 

The doings of our Legislature through the 
week ending on Tuesday night of this week have 
not beer of sufficient importance to be chronicled 
in so small a sheet as ours, while we are crowded 
as we are this week. The bill making the office 
of State Printer elective instead of perpetual in 
its teuor, passed the House by a strict party vote 
of 77 to 44—five Whigs, two Van Buren men 
absent. ‘Two of the Whigs entered in a moment, 
und asked to have their names recorded in the af- 
firmative; but, Mr. L. S. Chatfield objecting, it 
was not allowed. This yas a week ago; and the 
bill has since been discussed thoroughly and with 
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spirit in the Senate. The vote upon it had not 
been taken at the time of making up our paper, 
but there is no doubt of its rejection—* by, the . 
litical rule of 18 to 14,’ as Mr. H. A. Livingston 
justly remarked. Itis worthy of note that, while 
the friends of this blll have advocated its passage on 
the ground of uniformity, justice, rotation and re- 
publican principle, its opponents have found no 
higher objection to it than the fact that the present 
incumbent will be superseded by virtue of its pas- 
sage, and another Printer appointed in his stead! 
We can see in this no sufficient reason for continu- 
ing a tenure of office whichis notoriously monopo- 
lizing and anti-republican, while the incumbent 
has already enjoyed for fifteen years the emolu- 
ments of a highly lucrative station. Why not pass 
a correct law on the subject, even though the in- 
cumbent should have to stand back for a season, 
and let another have achance ? 

The Canal Committee of the House have re- 
ported in favor of purchasing the Oneida Lake 
Canal and Feeder from the private Company 
which has constructed it, provided it does not cost 
more than $80,000. 

The Bank Committee have reported in tavor of 
chartering the Bank of Rochester for a further 
term of ten a? The Report is highly compli- 
mentary to the General Banking Law, and only 
concedes that the Banks chartered under the old 
system shall be allowed to continue until the new 
system is thoroughly tested. 

The Senate has been in Executive session seve- 
ral days, yet we do not learn that one of Gov. 
Seward’s appointments have yet been confirmed! 
The majority is probably hard to please. 


PENNSYLVANIA.—David R. Porter, the new 
Governor of this State, was inaugurated on the 
15th inst. inthe presence of an immense assem- 
blage of the People—mainly his supporters, of 
course. Harrisburg was thronged the day previ- 
ous, so that many were obliged to sleep in the 
market; and, as the cold was severe with a heavy 
snow-storm through the night, with a good part of 
the day, the exultation of the multitude assem. 
bled must have exceeded their comfort. The ce- 
remony of the [nauguration was performed in the 
Representatives Hall of the Capitol, in the pre- 
sence of the two Houses, of the principal State 
Officers, and of as many of the assembled People 
as could crowd into it. We learn with regret that 
the spectators were not restrained by the character 
of the place and occasion, and the presence of the 
Ex-Governor, from tumultuous huzzas and shouts 
of triumph—a display of zeal, certainly, atthe ex- 
pense of magnanimity and good manuets. 

In the midst of the procession in which Gov. 
Porter walked to and returned from the Capitol 
was carried an immense hickory broom, to intimate 
that the new Governor is expected to sweep all his 
opponents from the County as well as State Offices. 
This is doubtless required by the spirit of his par- 
ty but there is a grave question whether under 
the New Constitution he has the power to remove 
the County Officers. It will probably be tried, 
however, legal or illegal. The Courts will then 
be resorted to, to test the question of power, if 
there is any doubt about it. 

The Governor on the first day of his term ap- 
pointed Francis R. Shurk Secretary of State in 
place of Thomas H. Burrowes; Ovid F. Johnson 
Attorney General in place of James Tod; George 
W. Barton of Lancaster and Charles W. Brooke 
of Montgomery as Deputy Attorney Generals for 
Philadelphia. These are all pretty good appoint- 
ments in the place of good men. Mr. Shunk has 
been for some years Clerk of the House, and 
Jacob Seiler has been elected Clerk in his place. 





Virnerni1a.—A most interesting struggle is now 
going on in the Legislature of this State for the 
election of a United States Senator, for the term 
of six years from the 4th of March next, when 





Hon. Wm. C. Rives’s term will expire. It has 








been supposed that the Whigs and Conservatives 
would eventually unite on Mr. Rives and ensure 
;. s re-eleetion. The Administration men have 
‘vought forwara Henry St. Georce Tucker, 
President of the Virginia Court of Appeals, and 
one of the first men if not the very first man in 
the State as their candidate, and claim to have al- 
ready secured 81 votes for him, while 84 will en- 
sure his election. Mr. Tucker has not been of 
late in active political life, and we know nothing of 
his political associations, but he will make, if elect- 
ed, a splendid Senator. It is remarked that he 
was in the Congress of 1816, and then voted for 
the Charter of the United States Bank; but there 
have been great changes since then.—It is not pro- 
bable that either Mr. Rives or Mr. Tucker will 
ultimately be a candidate, unless assured of suc- 
cess.—The House have proposed to elect on the 
9th of February, but the Senate has net yet acted 
on the subject. 


MassacuuserTs.—The Legislature of this 
State has, by concurrent vote of the two Houses, 
re-elected Hon. Daniet WessTeERr to the Senate 
of the United States for six years from the 4th of 
March next. The vote was as follows: 

Senate. House, Total. 
Daniel Webster, Whig, 34 330 364 
Benjamin F. Hallett, Adm. 3 165 168 
Scattering, - . - 0 3 3 
Webster’s majority ever Hallett, 196; over all, 193. 





Detaware.—The House of Representatives 
of this State, having declined to go into a Joint 
Ballot with the Senate for the election of aU. S. 
Senator, has proceeded to vote by itself, with the 
following result: For Dr. Maulle, Whig, 11; 
James A. Bayard, Adm.8; Clark 1. The Senate, 
if it vote at all, will on its part elect Mr. Bayard— 
so there will be no Senator chosen this session. 





Mr. Daniel Sturges, formerly a high State 
officer, now a Senator of Pennsylvania will proba- 
bly be elected U. S. Senator from that State, in 
place of Hon. S. McKean. This will be a virtual 
gain of one to the Administration. 





SCIENTIFIC MEMORANDA. 


FROM THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 
AT PARIS. 
Translated from the French for the Buffalo Journal. 


Meteorology.—Mons. Arago having been charged to.ex- 
amine the annals of science, to know if they offered any 
facts in support of the opinion that falling meteors have 
ever caused conflagration, stated that he found in -the lst 
vol. of the Memoirs of the Academy of Dijon, the follow- 
ing passage : 

In the night of the 11th and 12th of Oct. 1761, a house 
of Chamblon at half a league frem Seurre (Bourgogne,) 
was burned by reason of the fall of a meteor.” 

As the night of the 11th and 12th of November, contin- 
ues the Academy, is thet in which the periodical phenome- 
non of the exhibition of falling stars takes place, we may 
suppose the meteor in question appertained to this class of 
bodies. What is perhaps most remarkable is that, falling 
in so great abundance upon the earth, we are only able to 
cite a single instance of accidental conflagration through 
their agency. 

Meteorology.—Mons. Callery, a missionary, at Macao, 
(China,) addvessed to Mons. Arago a description of an 
Aurore Boreale which he witnessed at that place. The 
following passage occurs in this letter: ‘I examined with 
much care, if the magnetic needle experienced any oscilla- 
tory motion, analagous to that which is observed at Paris; 
but, notwithstanding the delicate nature of the instrument 
I employed, and the magnifying apparatus with which I ob- 
served the point of the needle, I was not able to perceive 
any motion.” 

Earthquake.-—Mr. Mamiani, in a letter to Mons. Arago, 
details the particulars of an earthquake, at Pesaro, (Italy,) 
on the 23d of June last, and adds: ‘“‘ The level of the wa- 
terin the wells varied, as has often been remarked, in the 
time of earthquake: but while in most cases it isan abase- 
ment of the water which is observed, yet in thie instance it 
rose, in some cases, 4 or 5 feet.” 
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THE NEW INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 





THE NEW INDEPENDENT TREASURY 


Reported by Mr. Cambreleng in the H. of R. from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, December 21, 1348. 

A bill more effectually to prevent frauds in the col- 
lection, keeping, transfer, and disbursement of 
the public revenue, and to punish public de- 
faulters. 

Be it enacsed by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America im Congress as- 
sembled, That it shall be the duty ef the Treasurer of the 
United States to take charge of all public money which 
may be collected within this District and deposited with 
him by the collectors of the customs, the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, the postmasters, the District Attorney, the Marshall 
of the United States, or which may have been heretofore 
placed in the custody of the clerk of the district court of 
the United States, and other public money which may oth- 
erwise come into his hands, and to collect all other public 
dues which may be payable to the United States in this 
District. 

Sxc. 2. And be it further enacted, Thai it shall be the 
duty of the treasurers of the mint of the United States at 
Philadelphia, and of the branch mint at New Orleans, in 
each of said districts respectively, to take, keep, and coliect 
all bonds for duties at said ports, whether the said bonds 
are paid under protest or not, or before or after suit or 
judgement; and, also, to collect all cash duties, tonnage 
duties, and custom-house charges of every description, all 
moneys hitherto collected by the district attorney or mar- 
shall of the United States, or heretofore placed in the cus- 
tody of the clerk of the district court of the United States, 
and any other money which may be payable to the United 
States within their districts, not appertaining to the Post 
Office Department, and to take charge of all public money 
which may otherwise come into their hands. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, in lieu of the 
officers now employed in collecting the cash duties at the 
custom-houses in Boston, in Massachusetts, in the city of 
New York, and in Charleston, ix South Carolina, and of 
the receiver for the land office at St. Louis, the President 
shall nominate, and, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, appoint an officer foreach of the custom- 
houses aforesaid, to be denominated ‘cashier of the cus- 
toms,”’ and one for the land office aforesaid, to be denomi- 
nated “‘ public receiver,”’ who shall hold their offices for the 
term of four years, unless sooner removed. And it shall 
be the duty of the cashiers of the customs at the custom- 
houses aforesaid, in each district respectively, to take, 
keep, and collect all bonds for duties at said ports, whether 
the said bonds are paid under pretest or not, or before or 
after suit or judgement; and, also, to collect all cash du- 
ties, tonnage duties, and custom-house charges of every de- 
scription, all public moneys hitherto collected by the dis- 
trict attorney or marshall of the United States, or heretofore 
placed in the custody of the clerk of the district court of 
the United States, and any other money which may be 
payable to the United States within their districts, not ap- 
pertaining to the Post Ottice Department, and take charge 
of all public money which may otherwise come into their 
hands. And it shall be the duty ofthe public receiver at 
St. Louis to discharge all the duties hitherto imposed on 
the receiver at the land office at that place; to collect all 
money arising from the sales of the public lands, and other 
money which may be payable to the United States in his 
district, not appertaining to the Post Otfice Department, 
and to take charge of all public money which may other- 
wise come inte his hands. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all collectors 
of the customs, all surveyors of the customs acting as col- 
lectors, and all receivers of the public money at the several 
land offices, except at Boston, New York, Philadelphia, 
Charleston, and New Orleans, aturesaid, shull continue to 
collect all money which may be payable tothe United 
States, within their respective districts, for duties, custom- 
house charges, or lands; and further, to collect any other 
money which may be payable to the United States within 
their districts, not appertaining to the Post Office Depart- 
ment, and to take charge of all public money which may 
otherwise come into their hands. 

Sxc.5. And be it further enacted, That the officers 
hitherto denominated collectors of the customs at the ports 
of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Charleston, and New 
Orleans, as aforesaid, shall be styled as they are constituted 
by this act, ‘supervisors of the customs :” and said officers 
shall discharge all the duties imposed upon them by this 
act and by ail laws or regulations of the treasury now ex- 
isting, prescribing the duties of collectors of the customs 
aforesaid, except the collection of public money, taking. 
and collecting the bonds for duties, and transferring them 
to the district attorneys when not punctually paid. he 

Sxc. 6. And be wt further enacted, That, trom oc ~ 
ter the passage of this act, the said supe. visors of tie cis, 
toms, in the ports aforesaid, and all district attorneys, mar 
shalls, or clerks of the United States courts within the 
districts of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Charleston, 














New Orleans, or St. Louis, are hereby probibited from col- 
lecting or receiving any money due to the United States 
for any purpose whatsoever, or to which the United States 
may assert its claim for the whole or a part; and that, in 
lieu of the actual payment of money, as authorized by exist- 
ing laws, to the district attorneys, marshalls, and clerks of 
the United States courts within the districts aforesaid, the 
certificate of deposite of the cashiers of the customs, public 
receiver, or treasurers of the mints, shall be satisfactory 
evidence of any such payment. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That no part of the 
public money shall be retained by any receiver or collector, 
cashier of the customs, public receiver, treasurer of the 
mint, or any other officer authorized to receive public mo- 
ney, for the purpose of defraying the expenses of his officc, 
or of paying the compensation of himself and his officers, 
cebeuture certificates, or for any other purpose whatsoever ; 
but that all the public money or moneys deposited on pub- 
lic account, shall be placed to the credit of the Treasurer 
of the United States by the officer receiving the same, at 
the time it is received, or transferred to the depositaries, 
as provided by this act; and all payments as aforesaid, 
and disbursements of every description, shall be made by 
warrant, and paid out of any unappropriated money in the 
Treasury, to be appropriated as in other cases. 

Ste. 8. And be it further enacted, That the money in 
the custody of any of the depositaries constituted by this 
act shall be considered and held as deposited to the credit 
of the Treasurer ofthe United States, and shall be, at all 
times, subject to his draft, whether made for transfer or 
disbursement; and each depository shall make returns to 
the Secretary and first Comptroller of the Treasury, and to 
the Treasurer of the United States, to bear date on Mon- 
day morning of every week, of all money received and paid 
by him during the preceding week, and shall furnish the 
said officers with monthly and quarterly returns of the same ; 
and that the latter shall be furnished within one month af- 
ter the termination of each quarter. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, .That no warrant 
shall be issued to any disbursing officer until it becomes 
necessary to meet the public expenditures; and that all 
warrants or moneys transmitted to any disbursing officer, 
shall be deposited in some one of the depositaries constitu- 
ted under this act, under the direction of the Secretary of 
the Treasury: and it shall be the duty of the officer intrust- 
ed with the safe-keeping of the same to furnish to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury and to the head of the Department 
under whose direction the disbursement is made, munthly 
statements of the account of such disbursing officer. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
the duty of the supervisors of the customs, as aforesaid, of 
all collectors of the customs or surveyors acting as such, of 
naval officers, of the registers of the tand offices, of the dis- 
trict attorneys, marshalls, and clerks of the courts of the 
United States, respectively, to furnish the Secretary and 
First Comptroller of the Treasury, and the Treasurer of 
the United States, with statements, to bear date on Mon- 
day morning in every week, of the amount ofall public 
money which may have been received by either of said offi- 
cers, or which may have been ascertained by him to be re- 
ceivable by the ofhcer in his district to whom that duty is 
assigned by this act, in each preceding week: and of the 
aforesaid officers of the customs to furnish the officers of 
the Treasury aforementioned with monthly statements, in 
detail, of the bonds for revenue accruing, distinguishing be- 
tween those which have been completed and others where 
the duty may not have been ascertained at the time of pre- 
paring said statement; to furnish with each succeeding re- 
turn a schedule of the latter description of bonds, embraced 
in preceding statements, and of the actual amount of duty 
payable on each, and of the district attorneys aforesaid to 
turnish to the said otticers of the Treasury monthly state- 
ments of the bonds in suit. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted. That it shall be the 
duty of the cashiers of the customs, and public receivers 
constituted by this act, and the treasurers of the mints as 
aforesaid, respectively, to furnish the Secretary and First 
Comptroller of the Treasury, and the Treasurer of the Uni- 
ted States, with statements, to bear date on Monday morn- 
ing of every week, of the amount of all public money 
which he may have received during the preceding week, 
and from what sources; and to furnish the officers of the 
Treasury, as aforesaid, with monthly statements in detail 
of the bonds taken fur revenue from customs, discrimina- 
ting between those which have been completed and others 
where the duty may not have been ascertained at the time 
of preparing said statement; to furnish with each succeed- 
ing return a schedule of the latter description of bonds em- 
braced in preceding statements, and of the actual amounts 
of duty payable on each; also monthly statements of the 
vonds in suit; and, within one month after the termination 
ofeach quarter, with quarterly accounts, embracing all 
bonds, whether completed or not, and all moneys in their 
sands at the end of each quarter. 

pic. 12. And beit further enacted, That ifthe accounts 
uf any ove of the depositaries constituted by this act shall 
not be furnished for final settlement within one month after 
the termination of each quarter, any apparent defalcation 
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shall be reported for suit, and the delinquent officer dismis- 
sed the public service, unless satisfactory reasons for delay 
are given to the President of the United States. : 
Src. 13. And be it further enacted, ‘Ihat if the ac- 
counting officers of the Treasury do not audit and settle 
the accounts of any one of the depositaries as aforesaid, 
and report the same to the Secretary ofthe Treasury, with- 
in one month after such account shall have been received 
by them, the officer or officers charged with this duty shall 
be dismissed the public service, unless satisfactory reasons 
for delay are given to the President of the United States. 
Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, on the first Mon- 
day in January in every year, to furnish to both Houses of 
Congress a statement, countersigned by the l'irst Comptre!- 
ler and the Treasurer of the United States, of the amount 
of all moneys and bonds remaining in the custody of evry 


cashier of the customs, public receiver, collector, receivcr, 
or keeper of the public money, or disbursing officer, at the 
termination of the third quarter in the preceding y: ar ; und, 


in case any of the officers aforesaid shall fail to turnish the 
officers of the Treasury with the accounts necessary to ena- 
ble them to furnish the statement required by this section, 
or should the accounting officers neglect to audit and settle 
the same, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Trea 
sury, to report to Congress the cause of such failure or neg- 
ligence. 

Src. 15. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
the duty of each supervisor, naval officer, and surveyor, as 
a check upon the cashiers of customs at Boston, New York, 
and Charleston, of their respective districts; of each naval 
officer and surveyor, as a check upon the collector of the 
customs of their respective districts; of each register of a 
land office; as a check upon the receiver of his land ofiice, 
or the public receiver; and of the director and supenn- 
tendent of each mint and branch mint, when separate offi- 
ces, as a check upon the treasurers, respectively, of said 
mints, or the persons acting as such, at the close of each 
quarter of the year, and as much more frequently as they 
shall be directed by the Secretary of the Treasury to do 
so, to examine the books, accounts, returns, and money on 
hand, ofthe cashiers of the customs, the public receiver, 
collectors, receivers of land offices, treasurers, and per- 
sons acting as such; andto make a full, accurate and fuith- 
ful return to the Treasury Department of their condition 

Szc. 16. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
cause examinations to be made of the books, accounts, and 
money on hand of each of the depositaries cunstituted by 
this act and to direct the district attorney or marshall resi- 
ding within the district to make said examinations; and 
in all cases where the sum on hand usually exceeds three- 
fourths the amount of the officer’s bond, said exuminations 
shall not be made legs frequently than once in each yeer, 
and as much more frequently, in those and all other cases, 
as the Secretary of either House of Congress shall direct 
The agents directed to make these examinations sha!i bo 
instructed to exumine as well the books, accounts, and re- 
turns of the officer, as the money on hand, and the manner 
of its being kept, to the end that uniformity and accuracy 
in the accounts, as well as safety of the public money, may 
be secured thereby. 

Src. 17. And be it further enacted, Thatit shall be the 
duty of the House of Representatives, at every session, to 
appoint a committee of that body, whose duty it shall be 
t» make similar examinations of the money, accounts, and 
returns as aforementioned, of all officers intrusted with the 
public money, or of any such as they may deem expedient, 
and to report the result of such examinations to both Hou- 
ses of Congress; and in case of the discovery of any fraud 
or defalcation, it shall be the duty of said committce to 
communicate the mformation without delay to the Presi- 
dent of the United States. ; 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That the Treasu- 
rer of the United States, the Treasurer of the Mint of the 
U. S., the treasurers, and those acting as such, of the va- 
rious branch mints already erected, and now erecting, the 
cashiers of the customs, the public receiver, and collectors 
of the customs, all surveyors of the customs acting as col- 
lectors, all receivers of public money at the several land 
ollices, and all postmasters, except us is hereuiter purticu- 
lariy provided, be, and they are hereby, requested to keep 
sately, without loaning or using, all the public money cul- 
lected by them, or otherwise at any time placed in their 
possession or custody, ull the same is ordered by the pro 
per department or officer of the Government to be trunster 
red or paid out; and when such orders for transfer or pay- 
ment are received, faithfully and promptly to make the 
same as directed; and to do and pertorm all other duties 
as fiscal agents of the Government, which may be impc:ed 
by this or any other acts of Congress, or by any regusution 
ot the Treasury Department, made in contormity to Jaw, 
and also to do and pertorm all acts and duties required by 
law, or by direction of any of the executive departments of 
the Government, as agents for paying pensions, or for ma- 
king any other disbursements which either of ihe heads of 
those Departments may be required by law to meke,. and 
which are of a character tobe made by the deposituries 
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hereby constituted, consistently with the other official du- 
ties imposed upon them. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That the Treasu- 
rer of the United States, the Treasurer of the Mint of the 
United States, the treasurer of the branch mint at New Or- 
leans, the cashiers of the customs, and the public receiver 
hereinbefore directed to be appointed, and all disbursing | 
officers of every description, shall, respectively, give bonds | 
to the United States, in such form, and for such amounts, | 
as shall be directed by the Secretary of the Treasury, by | 
and with the advice and consent of the President, with sure- | 
ties to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Treasury ; 
and shall from time to time renew, strengthen, and increase 
their official bonds, as the Secretary of the Treasury, _ 
the consent of the President, may direct; any law relating 
to the official bonds of any of the said officers to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, at as early a day as 
possible after the passage of this act, to require from the 
supervisors of the customs, naval officers, and registers of 
the land offices, bonds, with sureties, and for such sums as 
shall seem reasonable to the Secretary of the Treasury, to 
secure the faithful discharge of their duties, in making true 
returns of the amount of revenue accruing and receivable 
at their respective ports, and of the receipts from the sales 
of the public lands; and to require from the several deposi- 
taries hereby constituted, and whose official bonds are not 
hereinbetore provided fur, to execute new bonds, suitable 
in their terms to meet the additional duties and responsi- 
bilities imposed upon them respectively by this act, and 
with sureties, and for such sums as shall seem reasonable 
and safe to the Secretary of the Treasury; and from time 
to time require such bonds to be renewed and increased in 
amount and strengthened by new sureties, to meet any in- 
creasing responsibility which may grow out of accumula- 
tionsof money inthe hands of any depositary, or out of 
any other duty or responsibility arising under this or any 
other act 

Sec. 21. And beit further enacted, That the collectors 
and receivers of public money, of every description, within 
the District of Columbia, shall pay over to the Treasurer 
of the United States weekly, or oftener, as the Secretary of 
the Treasury may direct, ail the public money collected or 
received by them, or to which the United States may assert 
a claim for the whole or a part. 

Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall, as soon as the convenience of the 
public business and the safety of the public funds will per- 
mit, withdraw the balances remaining with the present de- 

sitaries of the public money, in such a manner as may 
osnatiee to them, where banks may have been em- 

loyed by the Treasury, by collectors or receivers, and con- 
fine the safe-keeping, transfer and disbursement of the 
same to the depositaries established by this act. 

Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury to transfer the mo- 
ney in the hands of any depositary constituted by this act, 
to any other depositary authorized by the same, as the 
safety of the public money and the convenience of the pub- 
lic service shail seem to him to i2quire; and, for the pur- 
pose of payments on public account, to draw upon any of 
the said depositaries, as he may think most conducive to 
the public interest, or to the public creditors, or to both. 

Sec. 24, And be it further enacted, That, whenever 
public money shall accumulate in the hands of any deposi- 
tary constituted by this act, other than the Treasurer of 
the United States, the Treasurer of the Mint of the United 
States, the Treasurer of the branch mint at New Orleans, 
the cashiers of the customs, and the public receiver, to an 
amount beyond that secured by the bond of the officer, or 
which the Secretary of the Treasury shall, for any cause, 
consider unsafe, and it shall not be desirable to transfer the 
money so accumulated tu any other depositary, it shall be 
lawful for the said Secretary to direct the money, or any 
portion thereof, to be speciatly deposited in such bank ot 
the State or Territory wherein the depositary who is to 
make the deposite is located, as he, the said Secretary, 
shall select: Provided, The bank so selected will agree to 
receive and keep the money deposited with it upon the 
terms and conditions prescribed in the next section of this 
act. 

Sec. 25. And be it further enacted, That the special 
deposites of the public money authorized by the last pre- 
ceding section of thisact to be made in banks, shall be 
made upon the following terms and conditions: 

First. All such deposites shall be strictly special depos- 
ites; and the banks holding them shall be prohibited in 
the most effectual manner, from making any use of the mo- 
neys deposited, by way of loans, discounts, or in any other 
manner, or for any other purpose whatsoever; and, to se- 
cure the fulfilment of this condition, the Secretary of the 
Treasury js authorized, in his discretion, to furnish the 
banks selected as deposite banks with safes fur the keep- 
ing of the public moneys exclusively, and under the joint 
control of the baak and some officer of the Government, to 
whom this duty may be assigned by the Secretary of the 
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Treasury, or to adopt such other guards as he shall prefer. 

Second. Nothing but gold or siver, or such Treasury 
notes or other evidences of debt issued under the authority 
of the United States, as may be directed by law to be re- 
ceived in payment of the public dues, shall be offered for 
deposite, or received by the bank as a depusite, under the 
provisions of this act. ; 

Third. Ail deposites shall be passed, upon the books of 
the bank, to the credit of the depositary muking the same; 
but no money deposited in pursuance of this act shall be 
withdrawn'withcut the express order of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and no dratts of the Treasurer of tne United 
States, or orders or warrants of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, for ordinary transter or disbursement, shall be made 
upon any bank selected as a deposite bank under this 
act. 

Fourth. A commission such as shall be agreed upon be- 
tween the Secretary of the Treasury aud the bank, not in 
any case to exceed one-eighth of one per ceutum upon the 
money deposited with it, suiall be allowed and paid by the 
United States, in full saiistaciion ot all claims un the part 
ofthe bank for trouble and risk growing out of the receipt, 
safe-keeping and return of the speciat depusites herein au- 
thorized to be made; and all accounts fur commissions 
shall be andited and paid at the Treasury of the United 
States. 

Suc. 26. And be it further enacted, That, in case no 
bank, witihn the State or Teiritory wherein the depositary 
directed to make deposite, is located, will consent to re- 
ceive t he moneys of the government upon special deposite 
according to the foregoing conditions and regulations, then 
it shall be lawiul for the Secretary of the Treasury to trans- 
fer the same to tie office of either of the cashiers of the 
customs, of the Treasurer of the United States, to the 
Mint or branch mints, or to the office of the public receiver 
as shall be most convenient to the depository, or for the 
disbursement of the public money. 

Sec. 27. And be it further enacted, Thay it shall be 
the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to “issue and 
publish regulations to enturce the speedy presentation of 
all government drafts for payment at the place where pay- 
able, and to prescribe the time, according to the ditlerent 
distances of the depositaries from the seat of government, 
within which all dratts upon them, respectively, shall be 
presented for peyment; and in default of such presenta- 
tion, to direct any other mode and place of payment which 
he may deem proper. 

Sec. 28. And be it further enacted, That all officers 
charged by this or any other act with the collection, sate- 
keeping, transfer, or disbursement of the public money, 
and all clerks who may be employed as assistants in re- 
ceiving, keeping, transferring or disbursing public money, 
are hereby required to keep an accurate entry of each surn 
received, and of the kind of money in which it is received, 
and of each payment or transter, and of the kind of cur- 
rency in which it is made ; and that if any one of the said 
officers shall fraudulently make a false return of his ac- 
counts relating to the receipt orexpenditure of the public 
money, or shall convert to his own use, in auy way what- 
ever, or shall use by way of investmentin any kind of pro- 
perty or merchandise, or shall loan, with or without in- 
terest, any portion of the public money intrusted to him 
for safe-keeping, disbursement or trar ster, or for any other 
purpose, every such act shall be deemed and adjudged to 
be a fraud upon the revenue, or an embezzlement of sv 
much of the said money us shall be thus taken, converted, 


‘invested. used, or loaned, as the case may be; either of 


which frauds is hereby declared to be a, telony; and any 
officer or person convicted thereot before any court of the 
United States of competent jurisdiction, shail be sentenced 
tu imprisonment for aterm of not less than two nor more 
than five years, and to a fine equal to the amount of the 
fraudulent return or of the money embezzled. 

Sec. 29. And beitl further enacted, That from and 
after the thirty-first day of December next, if any officer 
charged with the collection, sate-keeping, transfer, or dis- 
bursement of the public money, shail, by depositing the 
same with any bank or banks, except as is specially provi- 
eed for in the twenty fourth and twenty-tifth sections of 
this act, or by keeping the money in his hands in bank notes 
enable any bank or banks, to discount upon the balance 
which they may thus directly or indirectly owe the United 
States, whether any such bank or banks shall or shall not 
discount upon the same, such officer shall be dismissed 
from the public service, and shall forfeit all compensation 
then due to him. 

Sec. 30. And be it further enacted, That the cashier 
of the customs and the public receiver directed by this act 
ty be appointed, shall receive, respectively, the following 
salaries per annum, to be paid quarterly at the Treasury 
of the United States, to wit: the cashier of the customs 
at New-York shall be paid a salary of four thousand dol- 
lars per annum ; the cashier of the customs at Boston shall 
be paid a salary of three thousand dollars per annum; 
the cashier of the customs at Charleston shail be paid a sal- 
ary of three thousand dollars per annum ; and tne public 
receiver at St. Louis shall be paid a salary of two thou- 
sand five hundred dollars per aanum ; and that neither of 





said officers shall be permitted to charge any person having 


business with his office, or to receive from him, any com- | 


pensation whatever, for any official service of any charac- 
ter or description; and any such charge or receipt is here- 
by declared to be a misdemeanor, for which the officer 
convicted tnereof before any court of the United States of 
competent jurisdiction, shall be subject to punishment by 
tine or imprisonment, or both, at the discretion of the court 
before which the offence shall be tried. 

Sec. 31. And be it further enacted, That until the 
offices, vaults and safes are constructed in the Treasury 
buiiding at Washington, and inthe custom-houses at Bos- 
ton and New York, for the sife-keeping of the public 
archives and the public money, which buildings are now in 
progress of construction, the Secretary of the Treasury is 
hereby authorised to coutract with any bank, cor tion 
ur individual, for the use of a vault and safe for the safe- 
keeping ef the public money ateach of the places afore- 
said; Provided, That secure arrangements cannot be made 
in the office of the Treasurer, and in the custom-houses at 
Boston and New York, for the safe-keeping of the public 
money. 

Sec. 32. And be it further enacted, That the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to provide at 
every custom-house and land office where they may be re- 
quived, and are not already provided with them, sufficient 
and secure safes, or fire proof vaults and safes, as he may 
deem expedient, for the preservation of the public archives 
and the safe-keeping of the public money ; and that the 
sum of twenty thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby 
appropriated out of any money in the Treasury, to defray any 
expenses incurred in cnstruction or procuring the same, or 
any other expense arising under this act. 

Sec. 33. And be it further enacted, Thatas assistants 
in discharging the duties at the six special depositaries es- 
tablished by this act, and at the office of the Treasurer of 
the United States, the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby 
authorized to appoint two clerks for the office of the 
Treasurer at Washington, two for the office of the cashier 
of the customs at New York, and one for each of the de- 
positaries at Boston, Philadelphia, Charleston, New-Or- 
leans, and St. Louis, at salaries not exceeding two thou- 
sand dollars per annum, payable quarterly, who shall give 
bonds in such sums as the Secretary of the Treasury may 
deem reasonable, for the faithful discharge of their du- 
ties, and shall be liable to all the penalties imposed by this 
act. 

Sec. 34. And be it further enacted, That every offi- 
cer, of every denomination, who shall be employed in ex- 
ecuting the various duties imposed by this act, or any other 
act amendatory thereof, shall, before entering on the du- 
ties of said office, take an oath or make affirmation that he 
will faithfully discharge the duties which may be assigned 
him under such acts. 

Sec. 35. And be it further enacted, That a'l acts or 
parts of acts which come in conflict with the provisions 
of this act, be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 


A AS ETN 
A COUNTER-PROJECT TO THE SUB- 
TREASURY. 
HOUSE......Tugspay. January 15, 1839. 

Mr. Jounson, of Maryland, laid upon the table, 
by consent of the House, for the purpose of having 
it printed, a substitute which he intends to move 
for the Sub-Treasury Bill offered at the beginnin 
of the Session by the Committee of Ways an 
Means, as follows: 

AN ACT to prevent defalcatioos in the Revenue of the United 
States, aud to insure its safe keeping. 

Be it enacted, §c. That after the — day of —, it shall 
be the duty of all persons having to pay into the Treasury 
of the United States, excepting the money arising out of 
the Post Office Department, to pay the same into a De 
site Bank selected by the Congress of the United States, 
an | to have it placed there lo the credit of the Treasurer 
of the United States; and no payment made in eny other 
mode shall be valid in favor of the person making the 
same, or entitle him to a credit or acquittance on the part 
of the Government, or to any of the rights or immunities 
arising from payments made into the Treasury, or save 
him from any forfeitures or penalties which may be im- 
posed by law for tailing to pay money into the Treasury. 

Section 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secre- 

tary of the Treasury shail have the power to transfer the 
public money from one bank to another, te suit the conve- 
nience of disbursement, and for no other purpose what- 
ever. 
Section 3. And be it further enacted, That all bonds 
given for duties payable to the United States shall be de- 
posited for safe-kceping in some deposite bank, and be 
made payable only at such depository, and the amount of 
such bonds as soon as paid shall be placed to the credit of 
the Treasurer of the United States in said depository. 

Section 4. And be it further enacted, Thatin all cases 
of payment thus made into tue Treasury of the United 
States, it shall be the duty of the collector, or receiver, or 
other person heretofore entitled to receive the same, to 
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eipt to the person making the payment upnn 
eeniaiae ot the vevtificate of deposite of the bank 
receiving the same. 

Section 5. And be it further enacted, That in all cases 
where it may be necessary tagadvance money to — 
to pay off debentures, or the necessary expenses attending 
the collection of the revenue, and in all other cases where 
money may be advanced to receivers, marshals, and other 
disbursing agents of every description, it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, in his warrant upon the 
Treasury, to direct that the money be placed upon the 
books of the deposite bank, upon which the Treasures’s 
draft is issued, to the credit of the aforesaid persons in 
whose favor money may be advanced, which entry upon the 
bank book shall express the purpose for which the money 
is thus advanced and placed to their credit; and in all ca- 
ses where checks are drawn by any one of the aforesaid 
persons, as disbursing agents, upon the fund thus placed 
to their credit in bank, the check shall express upon its 
face the purpose for which it is drawn; and it shall be the 
duty of the bank to retain and preserve the check after it is 

aid and canceled, and transmit it at the end of the week 
to the First Auditor of the Treasury, with the bank account 
of te disbursing agent. 

Section 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to issue the ne- 
cessary instructions to carry into effect the provisions of 
the foregoing bill. 











EXTRACT FROM THE LATE MESSAGE OF THE GOV- 
ERNOR OF VIRGINIA. 


THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


* * ** T have received from the Governor of Arkansas, 
a copy of a preamble and resolutions, adopted by the o 


gislature of that State on the subject of the disposition of 
the lands of the United States within her limits. This 
document was transmitted to me by the Executive of Ar- 
kansas in compliance with one of the resolutions, by which 
he wasdirected ‘to furnish the Executives of all the 
States of this Union with a copy of the preamble and reso- 
lutions, and request them to lay the same before their Le- 
gislatures.”” 

As well from a proper respect for the wishes of the 
Legislature of Arkansas, as from a sense of the vast mag- 
nitudezand importance of the questions presented in them, 
I now lay before you the preamble and resolutions, and 
earnestly invite your attention to the subject. 

After the most eareful consideration, [am not able to 
divest myself of the opinion, that such a disposition of the 
public lands as the preamble and resolutions contemplate, 
would be inconsistent with an enlarged wisdom and en- 
lightened policy and incompatible with the just authority 
of Congress. ‘he disposition of the public domain desired 
by Arkansas, upon principles which apply with equal force 
to all the States in which public lands are situated, goes to 
the extent of conferring upon each of these States ‘“ the en- 
tire right to, and the exclusive control over all the lands 
claimed by the Government of the United States which are 
within their borders.’””’ The Legislature of Arkansas have 
instructed their Senators and requested their Representa 
tives “to support, and if necessary, to bring forward in 
Congress, and to spare no pains to effect the passage of a 
bill’ for the accomplishment of these objects. 

I entertain a solemn conviction that the adoption of such 
a measure by Congress, would be fraught with much mis- 
chief to the tranquility of the Union, be productive of much 
injury to the prosperity and interests of this Common- 
wealth, as well as of all the other States having no public 
lands within their limits—involve a sacrifice of the rights 
reserved in their acts of cession by Virginia, New York. 
North Carolina, Georgia and other States, and constitute a 
breach of the terms on which the trust was confided to 
Congress of disposing of the public lands. {deem it my 
duty, therefore, to call your particular attention to the ex- 
tent of the claims now made on behalf of the States where 
the public lands lie, and to recommend to you the adoption 
of such means as you may consider best, for interposing the 
authority and influence of this State to prevent the success 
of the measures contemplated. 

The policy heretofore pursued in regard to the public 
lands, has been sufficiently liberal. Under its operation, 

the new Sta.es formed out of this Territory, have multipli- 
ed, grown and prospered in wealth, population and power, 
to an extent unexampled in the his.ory of the world. The 
abundance and cheapness of that rich domain have invited 
a continued emigration, which, while it furnished an indus- 
trious, hardy, and enterprising pepulation to the new States, 
has been a perpetual drain upon the resources and prospe- 
rity of the older States of the Union. While the new States 
have filled up with astonishing rapidity, many of those on 
the Atlantic, have been, if not decreasing in population, 
agricultural improvement and wealth, either stationary, or 
making very inconsiderable advancement. 

The land system of the United States, as established at 
an early period by the general lawsfor surveying the lands, 
offering them for sale at public auction, and allowing such 
aa were not sold at public sale, tobe entered at a minimum 


price, was adopted after great deliberation, with a saga- 
cious foresight and just regard to the interest of the old as 
well as of the new States. It opened competition in the 
purchase of the choice lands to the citizens of all the 
States. It prohibited, under severe penalties, the settle- 
ment and occupation of the public lands, by persons intru 
ding on them without title, and in derogatiun of the rights 
of the public. It was calculated in theory to secure a fair 
and sufticient price for all the land offered for sale accord- 
ing to its different grades of value; and by providing the 
means of limiting the quantity that was surveyed and thrown 
into the market, tended to prevent that depreciation of the 
value of landed property which is the inevitable conse- 
quence of increasing the quantity for sale beyond the de- 
mand. The system, in fact, regarded the public lands as 
the common property of the people of all the States—as a 
common fund to be applied to the common benefit of all, 
and having been acquired and preserved by their united ex- 
ertions and valor, or paid for out of the common treasury, 
so to be disposed of, as would best promote the common 
interest of all. 

It cannot be disguised, however, that from some cause or 
other, we have been disappointed in the success of many of 
the objects of that wise, liberal, and equal system—tiat 
from time to time inroads on, and departures from the poli- 
cy of the system have been made—that for many years past 
it seems to have been the desire of the Government to bring 
into the market almost unlimited quantities of the public 
lands, so much so, that we are informed by a report from the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office in Washington, 


, that there remained unsold and subject to private entry on 
; the 30th of September, 1837, upwards of eighty-eight mil- 


lions of acres, notwithstanding the immense sales of 1835 
and 1836, amounting to near forty millions of acrese The 
consequence of this has been, that vast quantities of the 
public domain, as tertile as any in our rich western coun- 
try, and much of it worth from five to fifty dollars an acre, 
as soon asit is entered, have realized to the Government a 
price merely nominal compared with the real value. We 
know, too, that within the last ten years successive acts 
have been passed, granting peculiar advantages to those 
who settled upon and occupied the public land before it 
was surveyed, and thrown open to the competition of the 
people generally, thus rewarding instead of punishing those 
who had violated the law, by intruding upon the public 
property; and, besides all this, vast bodies of the public 
iands have been gratuitously bestowed upon the new States 
for purposes of education, internal improvement and other 
objects, exclusively beneficial to those States. 

The inevitable tendency of this new policy has been to 
enhance the property of the States where the lands are sit- 
uated, at the expense of the old States—to give an unnatu- 
ral and artificial impetus to migration from the old to the 
new States, having the effect of a system of bounties on 
emigration, producing a constant drain of our population, 
who carry with them their wealth and their labor, and 
causing a general depreciation of our landed property, by 
throwing into the market, at inadequate prices, immense 
quantities of fresher and more fertile lands in these new 
States. 

As another consequence, the public treasury has realized 
little more, on the aggregate of all the lands sold, than the 
miuimum price of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre; 
and that fact (the consequence of the thriftless and waste- 
ful policy which has been pursued,) is now earnestly and 
perpetually urged as a reason why the price should be still 
further diminished—that the public land should cease to be 
regarded as a source of revenue, and should, in effect, be 
surrendered to the States in which the lands lie by a system 
of seulement rights, pre-emption laws, and graduation 
bills. So far from this, results such as these ought to in: 
duce an ¢i.q.iry whether the system does not need refurma- 
tion. If they are to be traced to the private combinations 
and associations of settlers or speculators, which put down 
competition, these combinations and associations ought to 
be prohibited and punished; if the quantity of land sur- 
veyed and brought into market, is tov large, let no more 
be offered until there is a nearer equality between the sup- 
ply and demand ; if it be that the pre-emption system fur- 
nishes the choice Jands at the minimum price, such legisla- 
tion ought to cease, and the laws prohibiting intrusion, and 
requiring the removal of intruders, ought to be rigidly en- 
furced—and if the evil is too inveterate for correction by 
any of these reforms, let the minimum price of the land be 
riised. 

This subject is onein which those States, and especially 
Virginia, by whose cessivns to the United States, much the 
largest portion of the public lands were obtained, except 
what were acquired under the Louisiana treaty and the 
purchase of Florida, ought to feel & deep and lively inter- 
est, anid have, in some sort, a peculiar right to interfere. 
Atthe close of the Revolutionary War, the whole of the do- 
main, now comprising the States of Alabama, Mississippi, 
Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, 
and the Territory of Wisconsin, were within the chartered 
limits of and claimed by New York, Virginia, North Caro- 
lina and Georgia. To that vast region, the North-West 





Territory, Virginia had a double claim of chartered title 
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and right of conquest; for she acquired the actual posses- 
sion of so much of it as had been trad by the foot of the 
white man, by conquest with her own troops, receiving no 
assistance in that quarter {rom the other States during the 
Revolutionary War. Andit may not be out of place to re- 
mark, that many of the gallant officers and soldiers who 
achieved this arduous conquest, huve not yet received the 
Bounty Lands which were promised them by Virginia for 
this service—even at this moment, while projects are on 
foot for the surrender to the States in which they lie, of the 
very lands acquired by their hardy valor, and out of which 
these engagements were to be satisfied. 

The States which I mentioned as claiming these lands, 
yielding to the natural apprehensions, and jealousies of 
some of the other States of the confederacy, and preferring 
harmony, union and liberty, to power, agreed to settle their 
own contlicting claims, and to quiet all fears and com- 
plaints, by ceding to the United States all these lands.— 
But while making this concession to harmony and union, 
they accompanied the surrender with conditions of resery- 
ations, contained in the Acts of Session, which were ac- 
cepted by Congress, and to the observance of which the 
United States Government is bound by the highest obliga- 
tions of public faith; and for the performance of which, so 
far as Virginia js concerned, the Congress of the Confede- 
racy, whose obiigations, in this respect, have devolved upon 
the Government of the Union, expressly engaged by the 
Ordinance of 1787, which has ever since been regarded as 
a solemn national compact. 

After devoting the public lands to the payment of the 
National Debt, created by the Revolutionary War, and to 
the reimbursement of the expenses of Virginia in defend- 
ing the territory ceded, the acts of cession by Virginia, and 
those of the other States, substantially provided, ‘* Thatthe 
lands ceded should be considered a common fund for the 
benefit uf such of the United States as have become, or 
shall become members of the Confederacy of Federal alli- 
ance of the said States, Virginia inclusive, according to 
their usual respective proportions in the general charge 
and expenditure, and shall be faithfully and bona fide die 
posed of for that purpose, and for no other use or purpose 
whatsoever.” 

Here is an explicit stipulation, incorporated in the very 
grant to the United States, accepted and ratified by the 
Ordinance referred to, by which these public lands were 
to be held asa common fund for the benctit of all the States, 
and if not faithfully and bona fide disposed of for that 
purpose, and jor no other purpose whatsoever, the solemn 
engagements of the United States will be violated—the con- 
dition on which alone Virginia and the other States agreed 
to relinquish their title, would be broken, and a manifest 
breach of the trust confided to the Congress of the Union, 
committed. A more flagrant case of such violation could 
not be imagined. 

So fur from acquiescing in such disposition of the public 
lands, I think, that a proper compliance with beth the let- 
ter and spirit of the grants by which the disposal of them 
was entrusted to the United States, requires, that such ap: 
propriations of them, or of the proceeds of their sales, should 
be made to the other States, as would place them upon an 
equal footing with the States in whose favor donations have 
been already made. 

It is matter of history that Congress has from time to 
time appropriated to the new States and Territories in 
which the public lands are situated, a very large propor- 
tion, believed to be one thirty-sixth part of the whole, for 
porposes of education, Besides this, very large quantities 
have been bestowed for_objects of internal improvement 
within these States. The uggregate amount of these ap- 
propriations cannot fall short of ten millions of acres, and 
probably fur exceeds it. Why ought net an appropriation 
of an equal quantity, or its proceeds, be made to the other 
States in proportions graduated upon some equitable ratio 
of distribution, and to be used by them at their own discre- 
tion for purposes of education, internal improvement or in 
whatever way they mightdeem proper? It may confident- 
ly be asked, how can the Government of the United States, 

is a faithful trustee, acquit itself of the duty of making an 
equal, impartial and faithful administration of this common 
fund, until the application of it to the benefit of all the 
States, according to their usual respective proportions in 
tue general charge and expenditures, is realized? This 
can never be done by sacrificing this rich inheritance for 
an inadequate price. —Jt cannot be done by partial and ex- 
clusive privileges conferred on particular States or their ci- 
tizens.—It cannot be dove by making a distribution of the 
p: oceeds of tle publ clands, upon any 'erms, no matter how 
equal, until compensation has been provided for the une 
qual and partial distribution already made—aud especially, 
i. cannot be done, by making a systematic distribution, 
upon terms wholly unequal, which would perpetuate and 
increase the injustice and inequality already perpetrated. 

Having thus freely and candidly expressed my views on 
this subject, obviously one of great and growing importance 
and urgency, | shall leave it to be disposed of as the Legis- 
luture, in their wisdom, think hest. I know no matter in 
rezard to which this Commonwealth has, and ought to feel 








a deeper interest. There is no State whichcan have 9 
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better right to take the lead in urging upon the Congress 
of the United States, the force of the reservations contained 
in the acts of cession, and the binding obligation in its true 
spirit, or of the ordinance of 1787, by which the cessions 
were accepted, and the faith of the Union bound to comply 
with their stipulations and conditions. 

I also lay before you resolutions of the General Assem- 
bly of Connecticut, “relating to the disposition of the pub- 
lie lands of the United States,” in which the same view of 
this important subject is taken which I have endeavored to 


present. DAViD CAMPBELL. 
Executive Department, Jan. 7th, 1839. : 


—————————— aE 
EDUCATION. 


From the National Intelligencer. 
MEETING AT THE CAPITOL FOR THE PROMOTION 
OF EDUCATION. 
(Concluded.) 

And one of the first is to be foundin the fact that the 
prominent members of society, men of wealth and charac- 
ter and influence, do not send their children io our common 
schools at all; and hence these institutions are left wholly 
inthe hands of a different erder of persons; persons in 
general who are criminally careless and indifferent to the 
whole subject of education. It is this description of peo- 
ple who are thus left to select the teacher, to countenance 
and to reward him. The leading men in society seem to 
abandon the common school as a necessary evil, an outlet 
for the public treasury. Hence it is generally those who 
are esteemed by such men the refuse of society, whose 
children go there. The men ofhigh standing have too much 
business to spare an hour to look after schools, just as if 
the security both of their persons and their property did 
not lie in the intelligence and virtue of those around them. 
They will admit this as an abstract truth; and yet, when 
the practical application comes, they will, in some cases, 
even refuse to be taxed for the support of common schools. 
Let me say of taxes raised for purposes of public educa- 
tion, that they are like vapors which rise only to descend a- 
gain in fertilizing showers, to bless and beautify the land 
beneath. He gives doubly who pours out his wealth for 
the education of the children of a free people. In this 
country the real patriot is known by the interest he takes in 
the prosperity of his country’s common schools. He is, in 
effect, the greatest patriot who educates, in the best man- 
ner, the most children. That is the most patriotic legisla- 
ture which is the most munificent in providing the best 
means of mental improvement for the community. And he 
is the wisest lawgiver who lays this foundation of the na- 
tional character the broadest and the deepest. 

Some men, indeed, tell us, ‘‘ You never can educate the 
great mass of any community; there is in every society a 
class of persons who were not born to be educated.” — 
What! do these men suppose that God has made iwo dis- 
tinct classes of men? that the rich were to have good in- 
struction at private schools, but the poor to have common- 
school education, or no education atall? That is the no- 
tion with which the rich man imbues ihe mind of his 
child in the very fact of sending him toa private school; 
the young patrician soon learns to think that common 
schools are only for the children of the poor. We utterly 
repudiate as unworthy, not of freemen only, but of men‘ 
the narrow notion that there is to be an education for the 
poor as such. Has God provided for the poor a coarser 
earth, a thinner air, a paler sky? Does not the glorious 
sun pour down his glorious flood as cheerily upon the poor 
man’s hovelas upon the rich man’s palace? Have not the 
cotter’s children as keen a sense of all the freshness, ver- 
dure, fragrance, and melody of luxuriant Nature, as the 
pale sons of kings? Oris it on the mind that God has 

+ stamped the imprint of a baser birth, so that the poor 
man’s child knows, with an inborn certainty, that his lot is 
tocrawl, not to climb? It isnot so. God has not done 
it. Man cannot doit. Mind is immortal. Mind is im- 
— It bears no mark of high or low, of rich or poor. 

t heeds no bound of time or place, orranh or circumstance! 
It asks for freedom. It requires but light. It is heaven- 
born, and it aspires to heaven. Weakness does not en- 
feeble it; poverty cannot repress it. Difficulties do but 
stimulate its vigor. And the poor taliow-chandler’s son, 
that sits up all the night to read the book which an appren- 
tice lends him, lest the master’s eye should miss it in the 
morning, shall stand and treat with kings, shall bind the 
lightning with a hempen cord, and bring it harmless from 
the skies. The common school is common, not as inferior, 
not as the school for poor men’s children, but as the light 
and air arecommon. It ought to be the best school, be- 
cause it is the first school. 

The next cause I shall notice of the depressed state of 
our common school education is the slothful reliance which 

on the sufficiency of the public-school fund.— 

hen [have said to leading men in different portions of 
this country, “Come, let us go and look at the common 
echool, examine a little into its condition,” they have 
replied to me, ‘‘ Why! is there not a large sciool fund 
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provided by the State expressly that we may have a good 
school system?’’ Such e reply reminds me of what a boy 
once said who lived as an apprentice under the old form of 
indenture: which provided that the apprentice should 
werk but nine months of the year, and should have the re- 
maining three months to go to school. The boy was obser- 
ved to neglect attend'ng the school teacher, and, being re- 
monstrated with about it, replied, “Why my master is 
bound to give me my schooling ; he must do it; and I am 
not going to the schoolhouse for it.’ So these men say of 
the school fund; it is given to provide a good school sys- 
term, and it must do it; and so they never look how it is 
applied. Butijet all such reasoners know that a good 
system of education is the result of perscnal effort and 
personal sacrifice, and without much of both it is not to be 
had, let'the law provide what it will. The best system 
in the world may be provided, but it will effect little unless 
the community co-operate with the law. 

There is another cause. This, as we all know, is a day 








of physical enjoyment. Henry the Fourth said he shouid 
die satisfied if he could see every peasant in France with a 
chicken in his pot. We, it seems, shall be satisfied when 
we can travel at the rate of twenty miles an hour. The 
great strife among us seems to be how each man may emp- 
ty as many pockets as possible into his own. This is na- 
tural where worth means wealth, and wisdom the art of 
getting it. 

Another cause is to be found in the fact that the teach- 
ers of our schools are not in general qualified for the task. 
Of the 80,000 common-school teachers, to whom the youth 
of the United States are entrusted, how many are prepared 
to form their mind and character ? Do they make teaching 
a profession? Have theyever studied the structure and 
the laws of theinfant mind? Do they love their business? 
Remember these eighty thousand teachers are fashioning the 
mind and thoughts of upwards of four millions of citizen 
kings. We hear much about the influence of party—much 
of the influence of the press—much of that of the priest- 
hood; but allthese, put together, are as nothing when com- 
pared to the influence of these eighty thousand men over 
these four millions of citizen kings. Who has estimated 
it? Who watches over it?) Who centrols it? Who 
strives to make it pure and holy? Prussia has forty-seven 
Normal schools?) How many have we? When professor 
Griscom, that benevolent manand practical philosopher, 
visited thé establishment of Fellenberg, three hundred 
young men were earnestly listening to a lecture from Val- 
lerie, one of his assistants. Said Feilenbergh, ‘‘Do you 
see those young men? they are all teachers. If I do but 
pursue the right course in education, I shall revolutionize 
Switzerland.”” What are we doing with this mighty engine? 
Teachers should constitute a distinct profession ef men, 
just as lawyers or physicians do; and the profession ought 
to be held inthe highest respect—certainly as much respect- 
ed as either of the others. What a model of a man ought 
he to be who is to give character tothe minds of our chil- 
dren. It is from him thet that influence emanates which 
isto form and to direct their habits of thinking. The 
childrenare with him for years. ‘To him they look up—on 
him they gaze. He is their model—their oracle. And, 
whatever he may be, that he stamps on them, like the 
image of the reigning king on the coin of the kingdom.— 
What, then, should he be ; in what ba!anced and exact har- 
mony should all his own powers be, who is to give the tone 
to all these harps of a thousand etrings—a tone which is to 
remain in the strings for ever! There is a kind of ink 
which when first written with, is scarce perceptible; but 
it becomes blacker asit dries : till atlength it becomes so 
black that you may burn the substance on which it was 
written, and the letters will still be legible in the very 
ashes. Such isthe influence of a teacher. What then 
are we doing with our eighty thousand teachers of com- 
non schools! They are far from what they should be ; 
this isadmitted; and yet-we never shail get better ull we 
pay better-—We pay them much as the Indian did who 
put but a penny into the hat aftera sermon: when asked 
why he gave so pitiful a sum, his answer was, “poor pay, 
poor preach.”’ We have poor teachers, because we have 
poor pay. The teachers of common schools in these 
United States—the fact has been ascertained—figures will 
show it—get, on an average, but eleven dollars a month 
for theirlabor! There is no service in society so menial 
that does not command higher wages. And why is this! 
Because the teachers, taken together, are not prepared to 
demand more. Parents are not willing to offer a compen- 
sation which will induce better men to take the place.— 
Men, as a general thing, go where they are best paid If 
you are not willing to pay qualified men for teaching your 
children, other callings will draw off the intellect of all who 
have any respectability. Yon never will have good schools 
till parents are willing to give more than $10 a month for 
it to a being who looks like one who had been to: a hen- 
roost just about Christmas, Law cannot change public o- 
pinion; but public opinion changes law. The best law 
that wisdom ever devised will be utterly nugatory, unless 
public sentiment is up to it. 

Another cause of the evil we deplore is in this : a parent 
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sits in his door and seesa stranger enter his gate. The 


man comes up to him and says, “Sir, do you want to hire 

a hand?” He replies, ‘‘ Yes, if he suits me, what can you 

do? Can youmow? Canyou cradle? Can you drive a 

team? Canyouthrash? Can youchop?” If helikes the 

answer, he hires him. Presently another stranger comes 

to the gate; ‘* Does not your school want to hire a teacher ?” 

“Yes, how much a month do@ou ask?” Observe the dif- 

ferent manner in which he is catechised. The parent will 

look into the quallifications of the man he hires to chop 

wood, and wiil look well after him when he is hired ; but 

he will put a man into the school where his children are 

instructed, without ascertaining what he knows, or whether 

he can teach, and will never look after him at all for 

months and years? i once met with a parent—I will not 

say in what State it was, lest I should be accused of being 

personal—who said to me, ‘“‘ Do you really believe that ed 

ucation does any good? I kept my countenance, and en- 
deavored by conversation to convince him of its effect 
upon the mird and on the community. He listened to me 
patiently, and thenreplied, ‘‘ My friend you have not lived 
in the world as long as Ihave. I have found that ‘high- 
larnt’ men do not grow rich. There was my neighbor 
down the road; he had two sons; one of them he made a 
lawyer, aud another a physician. He has to send the law- 
yer six hundred dollars a year, to support him, and, as to 
the physician, he is like to go tojail; but he has got anoth- 
er son that can’t say his letters, and he is the joy of the 
old man’s heart; Ae stays at home and works.” How 
can you deal with such amind? There is no reasoning 
withignorance. Its sphere of vision is so extremely nar- 
row, its whole horizon is so very limited, that you can 
scarce get room for one idea on which to hang an argu- 
ment. But the man you cannot argue with, you may some- 
times laugh out of his error. He will flinch under satire 
when he is perfectly abtuse to logic. I said to such a man 
suppose you had a blacksmith near you who should set up 
a sign, ‘* Clocks and watches repaired here cheap.”” You 
take your watch tohim. The blacksmith has heard that 
watchmakers hammer and bore and pinch the works of 
watches, and he sets to work and hammers and pinches at 
the wheels of your timekeeper. You pay him a trifle and 
get back your watch, but does it keep time? Just such a 
saving do you make when you hire cheap teachers who 
hammer and pinch the children, but know no more of their 
business than a blacksmith of watchmaking. This was a 
sort of talk that came home to his mind, and he admitted 
what I said to be true. Ihave always admired the law 
which prevails among the Icelanders. When a criminal is 
convicted, an inqniry is set on foot to ascertain whether his 
parents gave him an education. And if it is found that 
they neglected to do so, the parent is punished more severe- 
ly than the offender. Suppose a man could, at a single 
blow, knock out the lights from every light-house on the 
American coast, would he not be responsible for the wrecks 
that happened during the interval of darkness? And just- 
ly is the parent responsible who fails to educate his child, 
when that child falls into the commission of acts condem- 
ned by the law. 

There is another cause, which, though some may be 
surprised at the importance given it, is nevertheless far 
more efficient than many unreflecting persons can imagine. 
[t is the structure of our school-houses. Cannot you tell 
a school-house from other buildings, long before you come 
up toit? Ican. It is generally the building of the worst 
architecture of all you see. There are, I admit, many hon- 
orable exceptions. So there are to all other general state- 
raents which have been made, especially those in regard 
to the attainments of our teachers. 1 speak of our school- 
houses generally. Look at their location: at some bleak 
point just where four roads meet, so that there may be 
every practicable opportunity of distracting the attention 
of the scholars, by letting them gaze at travellers. A spot 
without shade in sun mer, or shelterin winter, without a 
solitary attraction to render it other than an eyesore. Look 
at the ventilation if any. After leaving the fresh, cool, bra- 
cing air, how often has it cost me the severest effort to en- 
counter the blast of foul and putrid air which rushed in my 
tace on entering the door, and almost knocked me back- 
ward. It is ascertained that each human being destroys 
the vitality of a gallon of air every minute he breathes.— 
How loaded, then, with all the cause of disease, must be 
the air which these poor children are drawing in, again and 
again inthe crowded and suffocating prison? While a 
supply is furnished by the Creator forty-tive miles high all 
round the earth, to what a stinted measure are their lungs 
confined? The thought might make a miser weep, Then 
there isthe red hot stove at one end of the house, and 
pinching cold air entering at a thousand crevices at the 
other end. By stepping five paces, you may pass through 
the five zones; at one end you are scorching beneath the 
line: at the other freezing at the poles. Then, there, 
away at the back of the building, sit little children b-tird 
desks so high that they have to stretch themselves to pecp * 
over them, seated on benches without a back-piece, their 
‘eet six inches from the floor almost literally hanging by 
theirchins. Verily, the hill of science is har.! to climb.— 
Lf parents could see, rather let me say, if they would see. 





those miserable, rickety, defaced, tottering bunches, with 
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i ich their poor child is condemned to sit 
Fn — a iF A a would but taxe that seat 
themselves for but one hour out of those many, we should 
need to address to them no further appeal on this de- 
partr.ent of the subject. That one practical experiment 
i we ask. ‘ 
4: pee cause of the existing state of things 18 to be 
found in the want of religious education. It is my beliet 
that the “ march of intellect,” unaccompanied by moral 
training, is the rogue’s march. — The simoom of high- 
taught intellect, blowing where it listeth, blights, and with- 
ers, and scathes the social happiness of men. We are apt 
to love our own individual sect more than we love our 
common Christianity. Hence men are so dreadfully afrai.l 
of sectarian influence that they drive all religion from the 
schools. This ought not tobe. We want no sectarian 
creeds; but we want more of general religion. Let every 
child be taught the being and character of its Creator, and 
its individual responsibility to his bar. Surely there is 
common ground enough among all sects without touching 
uliarities. 
“a cause of the evil of which I complain is to be 
found in the character of our ordinary school books. And 
here let us enter, together, one of our common schools and 
look around us. Ll cannot bring home my argument fully 
to your minds unless you will suffer me to present to you a 
icture of the interior of oneof these temples of science. 
Alhittle child is here compelled to say A-eh, B-eh, C-eh, 
D-eh, and nothing but this, for months. _ At last he has 
learned the names of the letters. It is, after all, but a les- 
son of signs; he has not yet gotten a single idea. Then 
he is put to join these signs into syllables a-b ab, a-c ac, 
and so forth. Still he gets not onesolttary idea. Thus he 
roceeds till he can give the sound of words, and continue 
to add sound to sound till he has pronounced a sentance. 
Not a thought has yet been put into his mind; and in this 
manner he is kept sometimes for years, repeating sentence 
after sentence, without receiving from the whole process, 
unless by accident, one idea. A boy has said to me, after 
thus going through a series of sounds—“ There, sir; I read 
that whole verse without missing one word.”” And when] 
then proceeded to ask him the meaning of what he had 
uttered, he gazed up into my face as if 1 were acrazy man. 
Meaning was what he had neverthonght of. He had re- 


gacded his book as a sort of treasury or storehouse of 


words. Why is it that so many of us, to this day, lay 
down a book so readily, especially a book of much thought 
orerudition ? Itis because our mind has got into the 
habit of running over words without attaching to them dis- 
tinct ideas, consequently without receiving the sense of the 
writer. Is it wonderful that we are weary of characters 
andsounds? And while I am on this part of my subject, 
Iam reminded of a little work—a work of humble form 
and pretentions—but one which I consider as one of the 
greatest improvements of the present age. I have no per- 
sonal interest in the book, and therefore I can speak of it 
the more freely. It isentitled “‘ Town’s Speciine Book.” 
There have anumber of copies been distributed, I believe 
through the Hall, and I would invite those who have any 
of these in their hands to turn to the 93d page. There | 
find the word ‘‘ cosmography;” at the top of the page I see 
in ilalics, the words “a description of, or treatise on ;” and 
then there is in a secon? column the werd “ world.” The 
boys learns to spell ‘‘ cosmography ;”” hethen learns to spell 
‘world ;” he then repeats the words from the top of the 
page, ‘‘ Cosmography, a description of or treatise on, the 
world.” The next word is “‘ geography,” and opposite is 
the word “ earth.’ Geography, a description of, or trea- 
tise on the earth.” ‘ Hydrography, a description of or 
treatise on, waters;’’ and soon. The whole book is ar- 
ranged on this plan; so that, while the pupil learns to spell 
he learns necessarily, and at the same time, the meaning 
of words. Then there are others pages containing three 















parallel columns of synonymes. Thus on page 64, you 
nd the words ‘abrogate, abolish, annul;” “ anthorize, 

mission, empower,” and soon. One of these are na- 
ed by the teacher; the boy is required to give the other 
wo. And thusa rich stock of various language is laid up 
n the mind for future use in writing and speaking. If 
hildren are made to study in this way, they will read, 
hen they do read with intelligence. The first part of this 
ork classifies all the simple words of the language, the 

ond all the compound ones. I commend the book to 
general patronage. 

What is it that we ordinarily teach children? Do we 
teach them agriculture, commerce, mechanical science ?— 
‘Political economy? Nothing of these things and yet it 

is these which make the man; but we give them only the 
means of knowledge; we should go further, and’ give, as 
we may easily give, knowledge itself. 

But I have spoken enough of the faults of the system.— 

us rather consider how they may be corrected. One 
mend-fault is worth a hundred find faults. But it is im- 
possible for us to amend our faults till we first are sensible 
what they are. 


re 
~ ® And here I should like to give you the outline of a good 


school system, but Ido not feel able to attempt this;. nei 
r is there now time for it. I canonly state whatI would 





LIFE IN THE PRA]RIES. 


like to see done atonce. Public sentiment can be enlight- 
ened, information can be spread. And it was under this 
conviction that the American Common School Society re- 
quested me to come tw this place, and invite the present 
meeting. 1 believed there were many here on whose minds 
the facts of the subject could make a deep and serious im- 
pression, and who would carry them down, from this cen- 
tral point, to the several portions of the Union from which 
theycome. If we would enlighten public sentiment, we 
must keep the subject before the public mind. We must 
agitate—agitate. The cause of education is like a top; 
the moment you cease to whip, it falls. We must not only 
“strike while the iron is hot,” but we must make it hot, 
and keep it hot by striking. There is a most unnatural 
apathy, a criminal national indifference, on the whole sub- 

ject. Many of the States, indeed, are beginnjng to turn 
their attention to it, but many are still indifferent. The 
present system, remember, with all its faults, is going on, 
producing its results, in 80,000 commun schools, and on 
upwards of 4,000,000 of our children. What can be done 
to reach and to improve it? Each man can speak on the 
subject, and very many men can write on it. It is a crimi- 
nal indolence which folds its hands and asks, ‘* What can I 
do!” I hope, I believe, that that spirit is not here. What 
did Peter, the hermit, effect? Is there a man that hears 
me that could not du much for this cause? Let us, then, 
be doing. Let us agitatu—agitate. Let us pour truth 
upon the public ear. The living voice is that organ of 
power which, above all others, moves mankind. When 
the sea of thought is agitated, truth rises. I do not say 
when the turbulent ocean of passion lifts its waves, but 
whea thought is put in motion, then it is that Truth comes 
up and shows her head. 

T was sent here to address this meeting more particular- 
ly because the State of New York has heard with lively in- 
terest of the proposition introduced at the late session of 
Congress by my honorable friend from Maryland, the gen- 
tleman who now honors this meeting by presiding over it. 
He has advocated the division of the public lands among 
the States, the old States of the Confederacy to take their 
shares, as is most just, with the new; the proceeds to be 
applied to the purposes of education and of internal im- 
provement. The State of New York was arrested by it, 
and gave to the plan her immediate and earnest attention, 
and there is no measure which will meet with her more 
hearty co-operation and support; and I trust the day is not 
far distant when the gentleman will see the triumph of his 
plan, and witness the happy results which 1 doubt net wiil 
be its fruits. 

I will, before I sit down, simply stute that the American 
Common School Society was founded about one year since ; 
its object is to collect all the laws passed in different parts 
of the world; copies ofall school books, and of all reports 
on the subject of education in all countries ; to deposite the 
whole in their office in the city of New York; and throw 
open the entire collection to the inspection of all who de- 
sire to obtain knowledge on the subject; that thus may be 
found concentrated at one point whatever is doing over the 
civilized world in favor of education. . You once had, 
believe, in this city, a building used as a depository for 
models of new inventions in mechanics; we wish to open 
Just snch a depository for whatever relates to the improve- 
ment of the education of cur race in every part of the earth. 
We have already collected many interesting documents, 
and have taken means to obtain many more; and, in the 
name of the Society, I respectfully invite every gentleman 
here to visit the institution. The Society intends also to 
send out her agents, and thus addrass the living voice to 
all the People of this Republic. They cherish the hope of 
being able to effect much good for their country, being at 
the same time deeply sensible that success is impossible 
without the effectual co-operation of the American People. 





From the Newark Daily Advertiser. 
LIFF IN THE PRAIRIES. 

INTERESTING CoRRESPONDENCE.—We have been po- 
litety furnished with the following letter from Mr. C. C. 
Smith, of Smithtown, Illinois, to a friend in Philadelphia, 
and we trust it will prove the forerunner of many more from 
the same distinguished observer of men and things in the 
West. Mr.S is a brother of the Hon. John Smith, of 
Jacksonville: 

From Mr. Sinith, of Smithsburgh, Smith county, Illinois, to John 
Thomson, Esq., of Philadelphia. 

Dear Thomson: As you cannot by possibility have any 
idea of what prairie mud is, you must be answerably igno- 
rant of what | have suffered in toiling from Polegrove, our 
county seat, to this home of mine. It was knee-deep every 
step, and, then, so tenacious—so viscous—not even the 
chemical terminology would express the treacle and tar 
mixture through which I have passed. But home is home; 
and though’ have a stump in my parlor, and see daylight 
through the windward side of my log-house, yet I assure 
you there is a comfort even in this. It is something to be 
monarck of all he surveys; it is something to have over- 
come difficulties. Every man respects himself the more 
for having lived through a real scuffle; and, then, one’s 
wife and children, when healthy and happy, are as delect- 


399 


able in a wilderness as ary where else. There! — as I 
write, I hear the sharp percussion of two rifles. It is Tom 
and Charles returning, no doubt, with wild meat enough 
to serve one of your Arch street dinner parties for ten 

times. There is something in that. A bear and a wild 

turkey give us painful pleasure in the chase, and then are 

sustenance to us, and afford talk to the children day after 
day. I wish Tripes and his sister, in Spruce street, who 
have got to be vegetable mongers, and think all meat poi- 
son, would try their luck for a month or so on this side o! 

the Wabash; they would surely die of chagrin at the ex- 
plosion of their theory. For, when they should be present- 
ed to a family of wild frontier rangers, fellows who have 
well-nigh forgotten the taste of wheat, whose richest loaf 
is corn ash-cake, and who use jerked beef or venison with 
their tea, and have flesh, flesh, flesh, from Christmas till 
Christmas, they would see as stout, noble, tight-nerved, 
broad-backed, six foot backwoodsmen as ever turned out 
of the forests of Pannonia; men that never saw a doctor, 
unless some wandering missionary happened to be @ 
“ Thompsonian,” and who are as likely to live to eighty 
years as the no-meat and no-drink folks are to survive this 
winter. 

Jones has gone. He made no impression on our sort of 
people. Rely upon it, these Western lads, to use their 
own slang, have cut their eye-teeth ; and it is a poor spec- 
ulation to send us your refuse wares. I told Jones, long 
ago, that if he would contentedly jog on as book-keeper, he 
would svon be able to get into a better berth. But what 
ruined h:m with Filter & Firth was, his indolence, his 
want of interest in what he was doing. You say he was 
honest and punctual—so he was; but then he was dead.— 
I have known him to sit like a wax-work for two hours 
over the same page of his ledger. Such a man can’t possi- 
bly live here. Every one is on the alert. It is this that 
characterizes the new States. You see it in the air of the 
people; you hear it in their outre phraseology. They are 
couragous, independent,jand full of resources, from the very 
necessity of the case. Iam convinced that the strong 
points of human nature, good and bad, were never brought 
out more decidedly than in these States. Plenty of strong 
food, plenty of hard work, high bope, perpetual novelty, 
ample room for every kind of expansion, carelessness of the 
opinions of others, conflict with real dangers, and the hard- 
iness produced by out-door athletic performances—these 
are what make the men of Tennessee and Kentucky the 
most energetic as they are the largest specimens of the ho- 
mo sapiens. The same occurs in Maine, Vermont, and 
Michigan. It is the exact antipodes of Chestnut street, In 
every particular. Take a city chit, who wears a ring, and 
whisker encugh for a bear, and a flash coat worth fifty dol- 
lars, end exhibit him toa genuine boy of the woods, and 
the latter would deal as gently with him as with @ young 
opossum, and as much wonder at his prettiness. Now the 
whiskered and the scented one has his uses ; you would not 
readily put him on a forlorn hope, or ask his aid if you 
were drowning; but he plays a good part at a soiree, and 
stands gracefully behind a counter, and forks his chopped 
meat with exemplary precision; yet | should not wish to 
see him here; he would think our ways rough and our 
clothes intolerable. Jones, withont being effeminate, was 
what we call helpless, and he has gone home. O, for a 
keg of pickled oysters! Before the winter has lockedevery 
thing up, try to contrive a way for the two or three books 





which Grigg promised to box. The lame boy does very 
well in the wood-yard, but we need one or two lads of all 
work The mail-boy comes within three miles once a 


week. Adieu. 
Cc. C. SMITH. 


Your true friend, 





Lynching.—A man was tarred and feat.ered, rode ona 
rail, and otherwise shamefully maltreated at Guyandotte, 
Va.,a few days since, by a mob consisting of almost _the 
entire population of the place, ona charge of abolitionism. 
One fact has been stated as a part of the disgraceful tran- 
saction, which, if true, will subject every one concerned to 
condign punishment by the criminal laws of Ohio, which, 
we trust, will be rigidly enforced—namely, that the person 
is acitizen of Ohio, and was taken from the State for the 
purpose of being made subject to the infliction.” 

L. E. L.—The Boston Atlas of yesterday states, on the 
authority of a passenger inthe brig Mary Paulina, from 
the Western coast of Africa, that Mrs. Maclean—better 
known as Miss Landon—who married the newly appoint 
ed governor of Cape Coast Castle, died there, soon after 
her arriva!, from the effect of the climate. 





Detroit Newsprarers.—There are now 10 papers pub- 
lished in Detroit. Three published daily. Onetri-weekly. 
The aggregate circulation is abo: t 7000 copies. 

Daily —Advertiser, Free Press, Mo:ning Post. 

Tri-weekly—Journal and Advertiser. ' 

Weekly—Michigan Observe: (religious,) Journal and 
Courier, Free Press and Weekly Post, (political,) Journal 
of Education, Michigan Agriculturalist, and Eglantune,— 
the latter devoted to literature. 

















“FOREIGN NEWS. 


FROM FRANCE. 

The packet ship Albany arrived at New-York 
on the 18th from Havre, which port she left onthe 
18th ult. By this quick passage (for winter) we 
have Continental advices nearly a week later than 
those brought by the Royal William. 

__ The French Chambers convened on the morn- 
ing of the 17th, and King Louis Philipe attended 
Speech, having been 





in person and delivered his 
preceded in his entrance by the Queen and the 
Ministry, and accompanied by two of his sons. 
As his Speech affords some idea of the state of 
affairs in Europe, we give place to it: 


Gentlemen Peers and Gentlemen Deputies : 


Since yonr last session the prosperity of France has 
continued to increase, and her repose to be rendered more 
secure. 

lam glad to meet you again, that I may have your con- 





currence in still further meliorating a condition of things 
alree ty so favorable. 

My relations with foreign powers ere all satisfactory — 
France occupies the position which belongs to her in the 
*stimation of our alies, and in thitof the world at large. | 

A Conference hes been cummenced at London on the af- 
fairs of Belgium and Hoiland, which I doubt not will have | 
& pacific issue, giving independence to Belgium, and new | 
guaranteis to the repose of Europe. 

In Italy the Austriar troops have retired from the Ro- 
man States. In conformity with the Convention with the 
Holy See, our troops have evacuated Ancona. The milita- 
ry occupation haz ceased in those States, whose indepen- 
dence interests France so deeply. 

Spain is still a prey to the same distractions and misfor- 
tunes. Wecontinue to fulfil with our allies all the claims 
of the treaty of the qnadruple alliance. The govern- 
ment of the Queen Regent has continued to receive from 
us not only the succors which the treaty requires, but all 
that further support which the interests of France allow to 
be afforded. 

T hope that our differences with Mexicoand the Argen- 
tine Republic are approaching their termination. The new 
naval forces which have recently left our ports, are before 
Vera Cruz, and have gone to obtain from the Mexican gov- 
erument that justice and protectien which onr commerce, 
after so long a time demands. 

In Africa, gentlemen, our persevering sacrifices are fin- 
ding their recompense. The statements which will be pre- 
sented to you will convince you that your ccnfidence in the 
views of my government has not been misplaced. Peace 
has not beeninterrupted this year; our position becomesf 
stronger and better every day. In the provinces o 
Constantine and Algiers, the operations, directed with skil 
and prudence, have given to ourestablishments the acces” 
sions of territory which their security or convenience ren” 
dered necessary. Meanwhile the native inhabitants res- 
pect the authority of France and obey without hesitation 
a regular and equitable administration. The creation of 
the Bishopric of Algiers iaa new pledge of the stability of 
our possession. 

The condition of our finances is more and more prosper- 
ous. The progressive and constant increase of the public 

revenue, attests the happy development of the national 
wealth and the prosperity enjoyed by all classea of the pop- 
ulation. Particular interests, it is true, are suffering, and 
demand the attention of my government. Early in the 
session, the dispositions relative to the situation of our col- 
onies and the wants of our marine will be presented for 
your consideration. 

There willalso be laid before you several projects of law 
having for their object to carry out the spirit of the Consti- 
tution, improve general Jegislation, and ameliorate differ- 
ent branches of the public administration. 

Gentlemen, my heart is affected by the testimonies which 
Ihave rebeived from all France in respect to an event 
which has answered all my wishes. The birth of the 
Count de Paris is the greatest consolation which Heaven 
could vouchsafe to me. My grandson will be reared, as 
his father has been, with respect for our institutions, and 
with that devotedness to France of which my whole family 
will not cease to afford him an example. I desire that a 
solemn ceremony may unite you around his cradle, and that, 
in the midst of you, religion may bless that infant, who be- 
longs entirely to the country. 

Gentlemen, the prosperous condition of our country, for 
which I congratulate myself with you, is the result of the- 
support so constant, which the Chambers have given me 
for eight years, and the perfect harmony of the great pow- 
ers of the State. Let ns noi forget that this is our strength, 
This harmony may become still more completeand unaiter- 
able; the working of our institutions, at onee free and reg- 
ular, may show to the world that a constitutional monarchy 
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can unite, with the blessings of liberty, the stability which 
gives nations their power. 


The Queen has appointed Lieut. Gen. Sir John Colborne 
to be Governor General, Vice Admiral, and Captain Gene- 
ral of all her Majesty’s Provinces within and adjacent to 
the Continent of North America. [ London Gaz. 


Spatn.—The Memorial des Pyrenees, a Christino pa- 
per, says that Don Carlus seems busy in arranging every 
thing about him in such a manner as soon to have a king- 
dom constituted like the other monarchies of Europe and 
with the same attributes. Lately he was a partisan chief 
without any fixed residence, having for his suit only newly 
made officers. Now he lives ina palace, signs royal de- 
crees, aristocratic personages crowd to his court every day 
in great numbers, and every morning on rising he receives 
tokens of sumission from towns, which have just recogni- 
zed his sovereignty. They kiss the royal hands there with 
the same etiquettegas at the Escurial. 

The accounts from Bairouth, in Syria, received through 
Alexandria, are to the 9th Nov. The division of the Egyp- 
tian army, 40,000 strong, which occupied Aleppo, had 
been cantoned on several points, and Ibrahim Pacha had 
quitted that city on the 10th October for Antioch, leaving 
only a garrison of 10,000 men in the former. Previously 
to his arrival at Antioch, having been informed of the re- 
volt of the Kurd mountain chiefs, he had immediately col- 
lected some of his best regiments to march against the re- 
bels. 


Russia.—The captain of a vessel arrived at Constanti- 
nople from the coast of Circassia, confirmed the reports of 
the discomfiture of the Russians in their last campaign. 

A Constantinople letter of Nov. 21, states that Russia 
had disgarrisoned Abassia of the cordon of 16,000 men, 
who had previously covered the coast o?that province, and 
who had been conveyed with the utmost expedition to 
Odessa, on board six ships of the line, and other smaller 
vessels, the number of which was daily increasing on the 
Back Sea, through the unexampled activity which prevail- 
ed in the docks of Sebastopol. 

Hotianp.—Troops (Dec 14,) were about tobe march- 
ed to the frontier on account ofthe warlike preparations of 
Belgium. The Second Chamber of the States had just 
voted the budget hy a majority of forty-eight against 
eighteen. 

Madrid papers of the 9th, announce the appointment of 
the Marquis de Miraflores to the office of President of the 
Council, and M. Pitza Pizarro, Minister of Finances. 

A report published on the 3d at Valencia, announces the 
defeat and complete destruction of a Carlist band of 200 
men, by some mobilized Christino columns in the village of 
Chova. The whole of the party were killed, with the ex- 
ception of five men who were taken prisoners, and three 
who escaped into the mountains. 

Iraty.—The Guarde National of Marseilles, states that 
the Sardinian Government is about to conclude a commer- 
cial treaty with the United States. 

The King of Sardinia is said by a recent letter from Ge- 
noa, to have made the following advantageous arrange- 
ments in the interests of that port. The duty called the 
Ostellagio, levied on all merchandize landed there, is to be 
reduced one-half, and the duties on corn are to be reduced 
rom 35 cents to 10 cents the hectolitre, (2 3-4 bushels).— 
The ratesof the duty called the Platte (alleges,) are tobe 
revised and re luced. The free port is to be enlarged. 


Tue East.—A Greek vessel, the Parollos, arrived afew 
days ago at Antwerp, laden with corn. She is stated to 
be the first from Greece that hasentered the Scheldt. 

A letter from Constantinople of the 21st ultimo., quoted 
in the Carlsruhe Gazette, mentions the arrival of a vessel 
from Circassia, with a great number of female slaves aboard 
for the harems of Constantinople. 

The news from Teheran is to the 12th October and from 
Tabriz to the 19th. The Persian army had taken up its 
winter quarters at Meschid. and the Shah was expected at 
Teheran on the 10th November. 

PT A AE 


MEXICO. 

Our correspondent at Tampico writes under date of 15th 
December, that by an express mail which arrived that day 
from Victoria, official information was brought that that 
place had “positively declared for Federation,” in oppo- 
sition to the existing government of Mexico, and that a 
thousand troops were prepared to join the standard of 
Gen. Urrea. This is another severe blow to the power of 
the Central"Government, and places the success of the Fed- 
eral party beyond doubt. 

The correspondent says they have not had a visit from 
any American vessel of war at Tampico since the 14th 
November, when the Erie toucbed at the Bar, but was not 
allowed to hold any communication with American citizens. 
She immediately left fur Vera Cruz. Generals Piedras and 
Cos were in command at Tampico at the time of this dis- 
courtesy to the American flag. Nothing of more impor- 


tance had occurred since the battle of the 30th. 
By the schooner Henry Clay, (which arrival brought 





the last advicee,) we learn that the news of the march o 
St. Anna into Vera Cruz was received at Tampico, but no 
credited. 

The disaffection towards the Central Government ap, | 
pears to prevail generally through the country, with 
exception of the city of Mexico itself. The cities of Ta 
and Rio Verde have declared for the Federal system, and 
it was stated Guadalaxara had done the same. The 
of the Central Government appear to be numbered. Singg 
the period of its first establishment, it has irredeem 
loat Texas; on the North, Chihuahua, Coahvila, and Tam. 
aulipas have declared against it; in the South, Vera Cry 
snbmits to French arms ; and inthe South West, Guadalay. 
ara throws off its allegiance. General Canalizo at this 
moment abandons his army, which isin the greatest dip 
tress, and Filasola is said to have fled from Matam 
deserting, und deserted by his.troops. Thus crippled iy 
authority and means, the Central Government lias little o&. 
casion to hope for a restoration ef its power. 

The army of Gen. St. Anna, if the accounts of ths 
Vera Cruz affair be correct, is the only remaining for 
ready to operate in favor of the Administration ; and by 
little reliance is to be placed upon that, as St. Anna, omg 
in command of such a body, and in revolutionary tim; 
like the present, itis much more probable will turn their 
arms to the support of ambitious projects of his own, 
rather than to upholding an obnoxious power tottering to 
its fall. 

With an army of 5000 men, and declaring for the 
ular cause, forming a nucleus around which the troops of 
the revolutionists may rely, St. Anna’s chance for retriey. 
ing his fortunes, and attaining onc2 more supremacy in 
Mexico, is by no means desperate. 

Since penning the above, we have the following addi. 
tional intelligence from Mexico : 

The Spanish schr. Beliza, from Vera Cruz, Decembe} 
23d, brings confirmation of the news published a few day 
ago. Santa Anna lost his leg in the engagement, and Gen 





Varisa was taken prisoner, as before reported. When the 
B. left, the castle had been evacuated by the French troops, 
The Mexican army, under Santa Anna, was enca 
three miles from the city, in number about 7 or 8000. Eight; 
days have been allowed for the French residents to leave 
the city with their families and effects, and sixty days for 
those residing in the interior. It was reported that the 
Mexican government intended to expel all foreigners fron 
the country! A portion of the French fleet had left V 
Cruz for the purpose of renewing the blockade of the o 
Mexican ports. The blockade of Vera Cruz was stri 
enforced—no vessels allowed to enter. The French bry 
Therese Louisa, was to be despatched by the admiral, i 
about ten days, with 120 French residents, for New 
leans. There was noU. S. vessel at Vera Cruz. Any 
glish frigate was lying at Sacrificios, and an English pad 
et before the castle. The French squadron before the ca 
tle consisted of two frigates, one sloop of war, and thy 
or four brigs. The Prince de Joinville had sailed in th 
corvette Creole, on a cruise to Havana; and one or 
vessels had been despatched to France. 

The schr. Caru, six days from Matamoras, brings in 
ligence that that place was besieged by the federal fo 
—nine hundred strong. The town was defended by 
the same force, underthe commandof Gen. Filasola. 
action had taken place. The assailants were unprovidy 
with artillery, consisting principally of dragroons, wif 
some musqueteers and swordsmen. All communicatiq 
with the interior was cut off. 

No vessels at Matamoras for New Orleans. Schr. Wate 
man loading at Brassos de Santiago, for New Orleans 
sail in a few days. [New Orleans Bulletis. 


From Mexico.—We have advicesfrom New Orleans 
late as the 7th instant, furnishing the following additi 
particulars from Mexico. 

The French had evacuated the castle at Vera Cruz, 
the French fleet had remove! feom Vera Cruz to ce 
mence the blockade anew. i 

Nine days were allowed the French, living on the 
coast, of the country. to remove with their families and 
fects, and sixty days for those inhabiting the interior 
the same purpose. f 

A vessel (the French brig Therese Louisa,) was to le 
Vera Cruzin eight or ten days, with one hundred and 
French families, for New Orleans. 





“ The Cultivator’—Judge Buel’s excellent agriculturat 
has recently been enlarged, and is now issued (monthly) at§l 
annum in advance. It isan excellent work, and we are hap; 
believe that its circulation is coextensive with its value. ( 
lished by Jesse Buel, Albany.) 





“ The Genesee Farmer.’—Two editions of this periodically # 


still published—a weekly one at $2 per annum, and a mon 
the low price of 50cents. All farmers who fancy they ¢ 
fordany more expeusive agricultural work, should take 
though we feel certain that those who take both the Far 
the Cultivator, will find that they can much better afford 
them than to do without them, merely as a matter of pec 
profit. A good agricultural paper will add at least five d 
the annual product of any farm, and moregenerally fifty. 





Genesee Farmer is published by Luther Tucker, Rochester * 
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